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A. System of Grading 

l. The scholastic achievement of a student in a part icula r course is expressed by means of the 
fol lowing symbols: ·A· for work of superior q ual ity; "s· for work of above average qual ity; "C for 

work of satisfactory qual ity; •o " for wor k of poor q ual ity; and "F" for w or k of unsatisfactory qual ity. 

A g rade of "FS" indicates that a student failed a course that he/ she stopped attending. The g rade of 
"FN. ind icates that a student failed a course that he/ she never attended. A st udent receiving an "F" 

in a course is advised to re peat that course at che earliest possible t ime. The student is caut ioned 

chat some courses in which a "D" g rade is received may not be applicable toward degree 

requirements. Fo r more detail concern ing these "D" g rades, students shou ld refer to .. Specif ic 

Degree Requirements of the College" in the int roductory section of the appropr iate College. 

2. A student may r esig n o r be cance led from che Un iversity up to and i ncluding the fourteenth day of 

classes of a regular semester , or the seve nth day of classes d uring a summer term , w it hout any 
grade o r notatio n being made on his or her per manent record. 

3. T he symbol '"W" ind icates the resignat ion or cancellation of t he student from the Un iver sity or the 

d ro pping of a course prior to the deadline pr inted in the Schedule of Classes. The co ur se and gr ade 

wil l be posted to the student's permanent record b ut w ill not be included in the calculation of the 

semester , adjusted, and cumulat ive average. 

4. T he symbol 'WM" ind icaces that the student's w ithdrawal from a co urse occurred because of mi li tary 

cal l - up. 

5. The symbol '"WX" ind icates that the stud ent has been removed from a cou rse by administrative 

action. 

6. Withdrawals in courses taken at UL Lafayene cannot exceed the nu mbers allowed in the followi ng 

table wi thout the student incurri ng a fee for excessive w ithd raw als. Withd rawal al lowances cannot 

be "banked" or carried forward. 

Ho urs Earned Withd rawals Allowed w it hout Fee 

0 - 29 l or 2 (no more t han 3 in fi rst 59 

hours) 

30 - 59 l o r 2 (no more t han 3 in f i rst 59 

hours) 

60 - 89 l 

90 - 11 9 l 

> 119 l 

Wi thdrawals resu lt ing from resignation from the University w ill not co unt toward t he l im it, nor will 

course withdrawals resulting from military activat ion ('"\\IM. grades) o r admin istrative action ('WX" 

grades). Wi thdrawal s earned at other instit ut ions will not count toward the l imi t . Schedule adj ustments 
made dur ing the "drop/ add " period at the beg in ning of each term are not record ed as '"W" grades and 

thus do not impact the limits on wi thd rawals. 

7. lncompletes 

a. A student who is doing passing w ork but d ue to circumstances beyond his/ her control does 

not complete the prescrib ed course wor k, may receive the g rade of I, at t he d iscretion of the 

instructo r. As a course grade the I yields neither credit nor quality points appl icab le toward a 

degree. The g rade of l may be converted to a grade of A, B, c, D, F, NC, or CR upo n the 
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and o nly upon submission of an o fficial change- of- grade card. The g rade of I must be changed 
by the date designated in t he administrat ive calendar in the followi ng regu la r semester or it 
will automatically be changed to an F (or an NC in a CR/ NC course). In the event the g rade of I 
is changed to an F (o r an NC in a CR/ NC course) t he student's academic status may change. If 
an automatic g rade of F causes an academic suspension, the student will be allowed to 
co mplete the semester on probation. Any cred its earned during a Summer Sess ion will al so be 
granted. 

b. Unusual circumstances may permit the assig nment o f a permanent I. The student must initiate 
the request for this permanent grade of Pl. Th is request must be ~i:;mroved by the instructor, if 
possible, t he Department Head of the course , t he Academic Dean of the course, and t he 
Student's Academic Dean. This request must be received in t he Reg istrar's Office prior to the 
deadline stated above. 

c. Extenuating circumstances such as prolonged medica l problems, se rio us accidents , death in 
the immediate family, o r specia l circumstances concern ing the co urse itse lf may pe rmit the 
extension o f the deadline for the comple tion o f an "I". The req uest for such an extens ion must 
be initiated by t he student and must be filgned by the instructor, the Department Head of the 
co urse, the Academic Dean of the course and the student's Academic Dean. The extended 
deadline may not be beyo nd the dead line for d ropping a g rade of W in the following regular 
semester. 

8. The symbols "SM (for Satisfactory) and "U" (for Unsatisfactory) a re used to show the achieve ment of 
the student in a cou rse which yie lds no semester hour c red it. The grade of "S'" is a lso used to 
indicate that a student has successfully pa rt icipa ted in one o f t he University's Advanced Credit 
Exams and has earned credit in that course throug h t hat prog ram. The g rade of "Sg is a lso awarded 
in the case of cred it for ce rta in military experiences, for CLEP cred its, for College Level GEO credits 
and for most correspondence course credits (See Sectio n VIII). The grades of "S" a nd "U" a re also 
used to indicate participation in a Continuing Educatio n Units Program. 

9. The symbol "AU" s ig nifies that the course has been aud ited . Students who do not attend all classes 
and participate in all course act ivit ies will be given a g rade of W . 

lo. The sym bol "R; which appears on ly on a student's pe rmanent record or a transcript the reof, 
ind icates that a course so marked has been repeated . 

11. The sym bol "NR" ind icates that the instructor reported no grade for that student but t hat t he 
student was officially registe red for the course and d id not withd raw officially. 

12. The following system of g rading is a llowed in certain specialized courses. 
a. The sym bol "CR" s ignifies the satisfactory co mpletion of a course to which no q ua lity- point­

bearing grade is assigned . The credit hour value o f such a course is counted as hours earned 
and may be applicable toward a degree , but it is not used in computing t he semester, adjusted, 
and cum ulative average. 

b. The sym bol "NC" s ign ifies unsat isfactory completion of a course to which no quality- point­
bearing grade is assig ned . No credit is earned wh ich is applicab le toward a deg ree and t he 
semester ho ur value is not used in computing the semester, adjusted, and cumulative average. 

c. If t he student wishes to withdraw from the course, a grade of 'W ' shall be given up to t he final 
date of withd rawing as prescribed by the University calendar. 

d . A student who is doing passing wo rk but because of circumstances beyond his o r her control 
does not complete the prescribed course work shall receive the grade of "I'" in a course to 
which no quality- point- bearing g rade i.s assigned. The semester- hour value of such a course is 
not applicable toward a degree, and it is not used in computing the semester, adjusted, and 
cumulative average. 

B. Quality Points 

1. A student's semester, adjusted , and cumulative averages are computed by assign ing qual ity points 
to the course grade, multiplyi ng this quality- point figure by the credit for the course, summing the 
results, and d ividing this total by the total number of credits for a ll courses. 

2. The quality po ints assig ned to each grade a re as follows: 

Grade 
A 

B 
C 

D 
F and a ll other grades 

C. Semeste r Average 

Quality Points per Credit Hou r 
4 

3 

0 

l. A student's semester average is used in dete rmini ng the student's academic statu s at the end of 
each semester. (See Section VII.) 

2. GPA hours is the tota l semester ho urs cred it for wh ich the grades of A, B, C, 0, or F have been 
ass igned. 

3. Semester ho urs earned is the total semester hours credit for all courses completed in which the 
grades of A, B, C, D, CR, and s are assig ned . 
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4. Semester quality points is t he total of the quality points for al l courses in which t he grades of A, B, 

C, o r D have been assigned . 

5. Semester average is the result of divid ing the total semester quality po ints by the total GPA hour s 

for that semester only. 

6. Cour se s in which grades of W, AU, CR, NC, S, U, and I are ass igned are not included in the 

calculat ion of the semeste r average. 

7. Example w ithout w ithdrawals 

Course Grade GPA Hours Hrs. Earned Qual. Pts. 

ENGL 201 B 3 9 

HIST 102 A 3 12 

MATH l 0 5 B 3 9 

GEOG 104 A 3 12 

FREN l 0 1 B 15 

FREN 11 1 B 

18 18 6 0 

Semester Average: 60/1 8 = 3 .333 

8. Example w ith w ithdrawal and incomplete: 

Course Grade GPA Hours Hrs. Earned 

ENGL 090 D 4 4 

MATH l 0 5 A 3 3 
GEOG 103 3 0 

CHEM 107 w (3) 0 

PEDA 15 1 (2) 0 

10 

Semester Average: 16 / 1 O = 1.600 

D. Cumulative Grade Point Average 

Qual. Pts. 

4 

12 

0 

0 

0 

16 

1. Cumulative hours is t he total semester hours credit for all cour ses without the application of the 

repeat ru le (see Section F), both at t he University of Louisiana at Lafayene and at other institutions 

in which the grades of A, B, C, D, and F, or their equivalent, are assigned. 

2. Cumulative hours earned is the total semester hours c redit of t hose cou rses completed at the 

University of Lou isiana at Lafayette, those courses accepted in transfer , and those completed by 

other means, in which the grad es of A, B, C, 0, CR, and s are assigned. 

3. Cumulative quality points is th e total of the quality points for each cou rse in which the g rades of A, 

B, c , and Dare assigned. 

4. Cumulat ive average is t he result of d ivid ing the total cumulative GPA quality po ints by the total 

cumulative hours. 
S. Cour ses in which g rades of W, AU, CR, NC, 5, U, and I are ass igned are not i ncluded in the 

calculat ion of the cumu lative GPA average. 

6. Example w ithout w ithdrawals: 

Course Grade GPA Hours Hr s. Earned Qual. Pts. 

ENGL 201 9 

HIST 102 A 12 

MATH 201 9 

GEOG 104 A 12 

FREN 10 1 B 15 

FREN 1 11 3 

Th is Semester 18 24 42 

Previous Totals l.1 l.1 .1l 
Total to Date 42 7 1 131 

New Cumulative Average: 13 1 / 42 = 3 .119 

7. Example w ith w ithd rawal and incomplete: 

Course Grade GPA Hours Hrs. Earned Qual. Pts. 

ENGL 090 D 4 4 4 

MATH 105 A 3 3 12 

GEOG 105 3 0 0 

CHEM 107 w (3) 0 0 

PEDA 15 1 (2) 0 0 

Th is Semester 10 16 

Previous Totals ..l.Q ll §Q 

40 34 76 

New Cumulative Average 76 / 40 = l .900 



E. Adjusted Grade Point Average 

1. Adjusted GPA hours is t he total semester hours cred it for a ll courses with the repeat rule applie d 
(See section F) to all University of Louisiana at Lafayet te cour se s in which t he grades of A, B, C, D, 

a nd F, o r the ir equivale nt, are assigned . 

2. Adjusted GPA hours earned is the tota l semester hou rs credit of t hose course s complete d at the 
University of Lou is iana at Lafayette, those courses accepted in transfer, and those comple ted by 
othe r means, in which the grades of A, B, C, D, CR, and s are ass igned . 

3. Adjusted quality points is the tota l of the quality points for each course in which t he g rad es A, B, C, 
and Dare assigned. 

4. Adjust ed GPA is t he result of divid ing the total adju sted q ua lity po ints by the tota l g rad e point 
ave rage hours . 

5. Courses in which grades of W, AU, CR, NC, S, U, and I are ass igned a re not included in the 
ca lculation of the adjusted GPA average . 

6. The adjusted GPA is used for graduation . 

7. Exam ple wit hout withdrawals: 

Course 
ENGL 201 

H IST 102 

MATH 201 

GEOG 104 

FREN 10 1 

FREN 1 11 

This Semes ter 
Previo us Tota ls 
Tota l to Date 

Grade 

A 

A 

GPA Hours 

18 

£1 
42 

Hrs. Earned 

18 

£1 
42 

New Adjus ted Average 13 1 / 42 = 3.1 19 

8. Exam ple wit h withd rawal and incomplete : 

Course Grade GPA Hours Hrs. Earned 
ENGL 090 D 4 4 

MATH 105 A 3 3 

GEOG 105 F 3 0 

CHEM 107 w (3) 0 

PEDA 15 1 (2) 0 

This Semester 10 7 

Previo us Tota ls 30 27 

Qual. Pis. 

9 

12 

9 

12 

15 

3 

60 

Zl 
13 1 

Qual. Pis. 

4 

12 

0 

0 

0 

16 
60 

40 34 76 

New Adj usted Average 76/ 40 = 1.900 

F. Repeating of Courses 

1. When a course is re peated, only the final attempt will be cons idered toward degree requ ireme nts 
unless the course is specified in the Academ ic Cata log as repeata ble for cred it. 

2. All attempts wi ll remain on the student's official transcript and will be computed into the cu mulat ive 
grade po int average . 

3. All previous attempts of a co urse will be removed from the adjusted g rade point average. 

G. Final Grade Reports 

l . A final grade in each course for which a student is officia lly registe red is given at the e nd of each 
se mester, summer sess io n a nd intersession. Th is grade is recorded in t he Office of the Reg istrar 
a nd becomes a part of the stude nt's permanent reco rd. Students may access the ir final g rades 
online via the Un iversity portal, Ulink. 

2. For the correctio n of any error made in t he reporting of cou rse grades, one should apply to the 
Registra r. If an error is one of transcription , it can be corrected by the Regi strar. But if it was made 
by an instructor, the Registrar m ust be authorized by the ap prop riate instructor, his or her 
de partme nt head a nd academic dean and the stude nt's academic dean to make the corrective 
changes in the stud ent's record. 

3. Except in cases of e rror, no instructor may cha nge a g rade whic h s / he has turned in to the 
Registrar. 

4. If a student find s omiss ions or possible e rrors in his o r he r grade re port, s / he sho uld make 
a pplication to the Regis trar for a review of his o r her reco rd not later than t he last day of his or he r 
next semeste r in resid ence, a nd in no case after a la pse of th ree yea rs. 

5. See Section XII for g uidelines for a ppealing unfair and/ o r capricious final grades. 

H . GradesFirst 
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104 E. University Circle 

Lafayecte. lA 70503 

(337) 482-1000 

webmaster@louisiana.edu 

Contact Us 

Grade sFirst serves as a n early a lert system for fresh men and sophomore stud ents. The notification 
system is utilized ea rly in the semeste r to a llow for student support s taff to provide intervent io n se rvices 
when students need it most. It is a syste m of communication and collaboration of faculty, adviso rs, 
students and support staff. 

GradesFirst seeks to p romote academic success for stude nts by: 

• Id e ntifying student s having trouble wit h course material 

• Providing students t imely su pport and direct io n to appro priate campus resources 

• Encourag ing stude nts to utilize campus resources and to also comm un icate with p rofessors, 
advisors and s tudent support staff regarding concerns 

• Helping students develop se lf- advocacy skills 

• Making the college tra ns itio n process more e njoyable by providing more opportun ity for acade mic 

success 

I. Transcr ipts and Letters of Verification 

Request s for official transcripts, letters of g ood standing, and letters certifying enrollment may be made 
in the Office of t he Reg istrar. None of these docu ments will be released until all inde btedness to t he 
University is paid in full and all transcript holds a re clea red. 
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